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ABSTRACT 

What is most striking in the novel of Kiran Desai is the theme of cultural clashes, 

displacement, marginalization, alienation and identity crisis. A note for racial 

discrimination, poverty, insurgency, gender bias and longing for home can be seen in broad 

perspectives of globalization. The present paper delineates colonial neurosis, uprooting and 

bitter experiences of imagination skillfully. It is also a study of transitional phase of Indian 

culture. It throws light on the craze for the western values, glamorous lifestyle and manners 

in Indians. There is an impact of modernization and consumerism in all walks of Indian life. 

Rootlessness and its agony are depicted through the characters of this novel such as Judge 

and Biju. Discussion is made on longing for home i.e., belonging to the roots and searching 

a niche for a space in an alien land. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Political turmoil is also explicit in this novel as it is to be seen in socio-political conflict in 

Kalimpong during 1980s are noteworthy where the Indian Nepalese demanded a separate 

state for themselves. The Gorkha National Liberation Front has been formed by the Indian 

Nepalese youth. They are fed up with their marginal and minority status in a place where 

they are in the majority. They demanded for a separate homeland….their own country or at 

least their own state. Moreover, “The Inheritance of Loss”, unveils the sufferings of the 

characters due to the loss resulted by diasporic existence. Sai faces the loss of her parents’ 

death and is deprived of the love and affection from her grandfather, the judge. Later, she 

suffers in her love story due to the demand of separate Gorkha land. In a realistic manner, 

Kiran Desai reveals the Immigrant’s pangs and wretched conditions of the Indians and third 

world citizens. Most of the Indians, Biju, Saeed, Harish, and others come across with these 

hardships resulted out of the humiliation which they face in Europe and America. It also 

exposes the angst of the immigrants in New York City and aging elitist Indians settled after 

retirement like judge in a hill town. 

 

In, “The Inheritance of Loss”, Kiran Desai exposes the brighter side and festivity of 

globalization in the sphere of human life where the progress confirms riches and prosperity. 

She also unravels the darker side where a number of people are deprived of their human 

rights and faces problems due to lack of money. She tries to trace the effects of 

globalization, money related security in outsider terrains, racial and cultural clashes, angst 

of Immigration and diasporic consciousness i.e., longing for home (native land). They can 

neither absorb the new culture nor would they be able to surrender their unique culture in 

totality. It isn’t simply a matter of adjusting to another condition, or changing in accordance 

with new traditions, or learning another dialect. It is significantly more significant, and a 

relocation broad. It is a horrifying procedure of distance and uprooting which may make an 

irregularity that can influence an individual’s emotions, musings and thoughts. 

Desai’s fiction is intriguing as she depicts and introduces different topics in the wide 

viewpoint of globalization as it exists in the contemporary society. Delicate issues like 

heredity, insurrection, migration, intercultural correspondence, personality emergency, 

depression, multiculturalism, racial separation, social authenticity, and look for home 

additionally discover articulation inside the ambit of her books. Her work likewise centers 

on the concealment of ladies in India. Kiran Desai’s works present not just a colorful picture 

of individuals from various nations, their battles, clashes, dreams and disappointments, yet 

in addition a develop comprehension of life at different dimensions.  

Most of the characters of Desai’s have been struck by distance or separation. The primary 

characters the Judge, Sai, and Biju live in two universes: the Indian class framework and the 

western world. Set against the setting of rising rebellion in Nepal, the present novel likewise 

follows lives of individuals who are compelled to stand up to their impacting advantages 

with the experience of the insurgency and disorder in the environment. The epic features the 

distinctions and likenesses between the Nepali outsiders in India and Indian workers in the 

USA. 
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DISCUSSION AND ANALYSIS 

The account of “The Inheritance of Loss” is about an adolescent Indian young lady, Sai, 

living with her Cambridge-taught Anglophile granddad, a resigned judge, in the town of 

Kalimpong a residential community in northern India adjacent to the Himalayas. Sai is the 

correct reproduction and the living embodiment of rootlessness in the contemporary society.  

At the point when Sai’s folk’s relationship went to the notice of the judge, Sai’s granddad he 

essentially separated his association with his little girl. Her dad a trying space explorer, who 

was going to be the primary Indian to fly into space, was murdered in a street mishap in 

Russia, making her a vagrant. Prior to living with her granddad, Sai lived in a religious 

circle school. Her religious circle made her a westerner and an outsider in her own property. 

At the religious circle school, she learned English just as Western qualities and energy about 

everything English. She is solid and eager. 

She becomes hopelessly enamored with Gyan, her arithmetic guide; however, he is from a 

lower class. Be that as it may, Gyan, the relative of a Nepali Gurkha soldier of fortune, 

despises the middle-class way of life of the judge and Sai. He considers Cho Oyu, the place 

of the judge as image of pioneer headache. He was flabbergasted and astonished the way Sai 

was quick to observe Christmas. He burst out one day, “For what reason do you observe 

Christmas? You are Hindus and you don’t observe Id or Guru Nanak’s Birthday or 

even Durga Puja or Dussehra or Tibetan New Year.“ (Desai: 163). To him, Sai happens 

to be an impression of the considerable number of inconsistencies around her. (Desai: 262) 

He believed that a few people like Sai and the judge even after freedom still affected by 

pioneer rule. He is gotten between Sai’s Love and GNLF. However, at last felt his 

relationship with a gathering of ethnic Nepalese agitators could really compare to his energy 

for Sai. The furious takeoff of Gyan shows the lasting loss of Sai’s affection and darling. 

Desai in a parallel account draws out the binds of Biju, the child of Sai’s granddad’s cook, 

an unlawful outsider in New York. Often, other than survival, Biju’s principle challenge is 

avoiding the experts, moving starting with one sick paid employment then onto the next. His 

most extreme want in life is to acquire the green card in America. Desai deftly moves 

between the main world and the third uncovering the agony of outcast, the vulnerabilities of 

post-expansionism and the desire for a superior life. 

The majority of Desai’s characters have been stuck by distance or separation as referenced 

before. The principle characters the judge, Sai, and Biju live in two universes: the Indian 

class framework and the western world. Consistently these two universes are related in their 

social co-operations, their desires and expectation. “He withdrew into isolation. The 

isolation turned into a propensity and it pulverized him into a shadow” (Desai: 39). 

The judge turns into a casualty of twofold cognizance which implies division of character 

into a few aspects. “He begrudged the English—He abhorred Indian” (Desai: 119). The 

judge takes a gander at the English as somebody predominant and this frame of mind places 

him in a postcolonial issue that irritates his undecided nature. 

Jemubhai delivers retribution on his initial disarrays and shames for the sake of keeping up 

principles. He needs to keep his inflection behind the veil of quietness. He works at being 

English with dread and scorn, however, the needs to keep up a false pride for mind blowing 

duration by covering his genuine personality.  
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The acknowledgment of social chain of importance prompts some preserving individual 

difficulties bringing about personality emergency. He pursues the British culture aimlessly. 

He gets enrolled as an Indian Civil services part and attempts to wind up an official keeping 

up the British models. It obviously demonstrates his attitude that Britain speaks to a general 

public better than that of Indian. Homi Bhabha keeps up, that the amazing impact of an 

alternate culture will cause a strain between the craving of character stasis and the interest 

for an adjustment in personality; and mimicry speaks to as a bargain to this pressure 

(Bhaba: 86). ‘Mimicry of the inside’, as Ashcroft claims, is “the fringe to submerge 

themselves in the imported culture, denying their causes trying to end up ‘more 

English than the English” (Ashcroft: 4). Equivalent is the situation with the judge. He 

ponders hard just to get increasingly familiar with Western culture and attempts to receive 

the British models in his day by day life. He takes tea each evening, attempts to 

communicate in English like a local speaker and covers his darker skin shading with the 

powder puff. He is dependably in a quandary, a battle of personality. Even though he holds 

an exceptionally renowned position like ICS, he should work just to fortify the control of 

Britain. 

Sai is additionally a casualty of conditions. She lost her folks in a mishap in Russia when 

she was in a religious circle in Darjeeling. In this way, she has just tasted unpleasant 

sentiments of division and removal. She lands at the place of her granddad, a resigned judge 

whom she has never met. Sai’s craving to accomplish a sort of passionate bond with her 

granddad likewise fizzles, for he himself is dislodged sincerely and physically. The pressure 

between needing to have a place with his own local land and a remote culture in the 

meantime, is the typical post-pilgrim problem. The primary night when Sai was at Cho Oyu 

at her granddad’s home “she had a dreadful sentiment of having entered a space so 

enormous it achieved both in reverse and forward” (Desai: 34). Desai regularly utilizes 

the double contrary energies like entries and takeoffs moving in and moving out, 

expectation and misery all piece of the postcolonial quandary. Sai’s  dislodging from the 

solaces of a religious community school in Darjeeling to the lavish, foggy Himalayan locale 

of Kalimpong in North Eastern India, where a developing Nepalese uprising is going to 

unwind her life further, acquires a ton of ruin her life.  

On account of Gyan, Sai’s arithmetic coach, it is separation from Nepal that makes him 

undecided. He additionally faces the issue of way of life as he adores Gurkhaland yet does 

not battle for it. His adoration for Sai is likewise undecided and unverifiable. The affection 

among Sai and Gyan however blooms in the first place, it bites the dust when Gyan joins the 

radicals and quits coming to see her. In the long run he felt that Sai is more English than 

local. He discovered that she could talk just English and pidgin Hindi. She is limited to just 

high-class group of friends. Her failure to eat sustenance with hands, her extravagant for 

English vegetables peas and beans and her dread of Indian vegetables makes him detest her. 

Her visits to sanctuary are just to value their structural tastefulness and Gyan feels that she 

ought to be embarrassed about for her absence of nativity. Later they get estranged from one 

another because Gyan didn’t care for her pilgrim peculiarities. 
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The mutual chronicled heritage and a typical affair connect these evidently differentiating 

characters. Desai alludes to hundreds of years of subjection by the financial and social 

intensity of the west. She felt certain moves made long back had created every one of them. 

The judge’s past is reflected through the continuous flow and blaze back methods. The 

judge dependable likes to be dealt with like a Westerner. He felt India to think about in 

England when he was a young fellow. When he came back to India, he turned into an 

outsider. Although he seems, by all accounts, to be an Indian, carries on like a Westerner. 

The future judge as an understudy was secluded in supremacist England.  

Be that as it may, on his arrival to India, he winds up scorning his evidently in reverse 

Indian spouse. “He world show her similar exercises of depression and disgrace he had 

learned himself.” (Desai: 170). Kiran Desai discovers how poor people and the jobless 

relocate toward the western world for a superior life. However, endure a great deal because 

of racial bias, misuse, social persecution, distance, dislodging and thwarted expectation. 

Biju goes to America to get away from the class framework since he was naturally 

introduced to the lower, or hireling class in India. He has desires that in the Western world 

he will be dealt with in an unexpected way. In any case, he before long discovers that 

America has its own kind of containment called monetary subjugation. Amid his stay in the 

United States, Biju does not surrender his Indian character. Biju has seen the underground 

society in the cellars of America and has a progressively target information to survey the 

two societies. His life in America represents the unnerving existence of the illicit settlers 

and their troubling encounters in an impossible to miss condition. Desai investigations in her 

novel how even in the post-provincial occasion’s individuals from colonized nations 

confront destitutions in a nation like United States which is prestigious for majority rules 

system.  

Biju arrived in America to obedient his dad’s fantasy with phone reports. The tale portrays 

Biju’s partiality to innovation however the West uncovers to him the cluttered and the 

savage side. Biju is stunned to see Indian requesting meat in New York eateries. This makes 

him appall towards this dislocated circumstance: “One ought to not surrender one’s 

religion, the standards of one’s folks and their folks previously them. You needed to 

live as per something” (Desai: 143).  This aversion is somewhat clearer when later Biju 

winds up mindful of his misuse. He demonstrates his outrage to the manager in any case; he 

was attached to the advancement in the western culture. 

In an outside land he faces abuse and affront as an illicit foreigner. He was additionally paid 

an exceptionally small pay regardless of working for extend periods of time. As an unlawful 

interloper, he moved from eatery to eatery for better pay and regard. Still he yearned for a 

green card. However, his fantasy did not turn into a reality. Kiran Desai portrays clearly the 

insightful of socially and verifiably hug occasions occurring in the postcolonial period in her 

novel. She draws out the path uprising at Kalimpong has prompted removal of a few people 

and tosses tight on how in the postcolonial circumstance the minimized or the abused turn 

into the attacker. In, “The Inheritance of Loss”, Kiran Desai portrays the sociopolitical 

circumstance in Kalimpong as a result of colonization. This sort of circumstance affected 

half-taught, young fellows like Gyan to participate in nearby political tumults in their scan 

for better living conditions.  
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He joins an ethnic patriot development principally to vent his anger and disappointment. 

“Old abhorrence is unendingly retrievable,” Desai remind us, and they are “cleaner 

…..Since the melancholy of the past was gone. Simply the fierceness remained, refined, 

liberating” (Desai: 81).  

Desai’s tale features the view that multiculturalism is confined to the cosmopolitan urban 

areas of the West, yet it couldn’t give any answer for the current reasons for radicalism and 

brutality in the creating nations like India. It doesn’t propose, regardless of whether 

monetary globalization can clear the way to success for the oppressed. Desai’s primary 

thought is that benefit could be appropriated among countries, cooperating. 

The real subject running all through the novel is the one firmly identified with the impacts 

of expansionism and the situation in post-imperialism period, the loss of personality and the 

way it goes through ages as an unpleasant felling of misfortune. Desai features most of the 

exceptional issue of contemporary society in the novel.  Along this line, Kiran Desai’s 

fearlessness, dedicated perspectives on psychological warfare and shortcomings of a 

destitution-stricken society are authentic and striking. What’s more, she concentrates on 

estrangement, social conflict, uprooting, banish, misuse, financial disparity, 

fundamentalism, globalization, heredity, insurrection and moment, loss of personality, 

forlornness, multiculturalism, destitution and racial-separation. 

Kiran Desai brings the new thought for her novel by uncovering the socio-political clash in 

Kalimpong. She portrays the uprising exercises in Kalimpong where the Indian Nepalese 

requested a different state for themselves amid the 1980s. The Gurkha National liberation 

front has been shaped fundamentally by the Indian Nepalese youth who are tired of their 

minority status in a place where they are in the greater part. They need their own nation to 

deal with their very own issues. The Gurkhas think about that it is their bequest to battle for 

a different country as they and their ancestors have yielded a great deal for India.  Desai has 

featured this perplexing picture of psychological oppression and political self hardship as 

the most exceedingly terrible political strife in the post-current time. 

One of the real worries in postcolonial writing is the issue of uprooting and its outcome 

bringing about the loss of home. Evacuating from one’s very own way of life and arrive and 

the miseries of re-directing in an outsider land are delineated in numerous postcolonial 

works.  The characters in the Inheritance of loss frequently confront the issue of personality 

and estrangement and end up disappointed toward the end. Notwithstanding when they 

return to their own nation, like the judge in the novel, they build up a feeling of doubt and 

outrage. They stay in a mess from which they think that it’s hard to turn out. 

The Inheritance of Loss is a narrative of misfortune that one must face because of conditions 

of one’s life. They greater part of the characters, particularly the central characters must face 

misfortunes in life due to their diastolic presence. Right off the bat, Sai, who has endured 

the loss of her folk’s demise at an early age, is likewise deprived of adoration and love from 

her granddad, the judge. The romantic tale of Sai and her Nepali arithmetic mentor, Gyan, 

endures a blow with the Nepal uprising. 
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As a post-pioneer writer, Desai has portrayed misfortunes at the individual dimension as 

well as in the bigger ambit of the general public. The epic even pictures the neediness 

stricken innate individuals of Zanzibar. Truth be told, destitution itself is an incredible death 

toll. The locals of poor countries are likewise at a misfortune as they confront neediness and 

abuse in another nation. The cook is severely treated by the judge simply because he is poor. 

All that he gets in lieu of his twenty-four hours of administrations is simply the minimal 

expenditure that he spends on himself. The cook now and then even needed to endure the 

judge’s evil treatment. When he protested that it is horrible to be a destitution-stricken man. 

Misfortune can likewise be found in Lola’s life. She carries on with a calm existence with 

her sister Noni. However, the tumult that emerges in Kalimpong leaves an enduring impact 

on her. She grieves the loss of her significant other. The Gurkha guerillas assault, Mon Ami 

and her property. They additionally mortify her. Father Booty, another unfortunate casualty, 

is a Swiss, yet he views himself as an Indian non-native. His property has been reallocated 

by a Nepali specialist as Father Booty’s visa is lapsed.  

In the novel, “The inheritance of Loss”, youngsters lose their feeling of legacy, having a 

place, their way of life and their unique home. Truth be told, the misfortune isn’t just looked 

by one age yet by three ages. Aching is the feeling that the characters appreciate in this 

novel. They long for home, they long for affection and they long for acknowledgment yet 

they couldn’t satisfy any of them. 

Multiculturalism is a trademark highlight of Indian culture. The greater part of Desai’s 

characters has a place with various social foundation. She keeps up sincere mentality to all 

societies though, gently uncovered the vanity and lip service implanted in their frame of 

mind to life. Migration is a standout amongst the most striking issues. The greater part of the 

Indians and the Third Word Citizens face such issue in Europe and America. Biju, Saeed, 

Harish Harry, Saran, Jeev, Rishi, Mr. Lalkaka, and a large number of Africans, Latin 

Americans and Asians working in America and Europe encounters a harsh battle as settlers. 

Indeed, Kiran Desai has energy for transforming the framework to disperse the hardships of 

the transient individuals. It is critical that the depiction of nature and scene involves an 

extensive lump of the novel.  

What Desai at last features aren’t simply singular encounters, yet rather the relations of 

acknowledgment among outsiders, outcasts, and non-natives. “The Inheritance of Loss”, 

recounts the tale of two various types of Diasporas, the misused foreigners in New York 

City and a maturing, elitist bunch of Indians settled after retirement in a slope town.  

Characters having a place with both these sorts confront the difficulties of a globalized 

society that is full of progressively nonconformist and nationalistic plans. Desai’s epic 

depicts human relocation and demonstrates that it has dependably been a piece of the human 

experience. Her practical depiction of life in the two landmasses, diastolic on numerous 

dimensions, shows a more profound comprehension of the human condition.  

The Inheritance of Loss derides globalization and its outcomes. Pictures and depictions are 

to influence a joke of advancement to flourish all through the novel. Biju, when he achieved 

India is promptly overwhelmed by the nearby ejections of anger and dissatisfaction from 

which he had been physically remote in New York. For him and the others, Desai proposes 

withdrawal or getaway yet they are never again conceivable.  
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She makes her novel “The Inheritance of Loss”, a stage to offer conversation starters on 

post-imperialism and globalization. The epic has globalization as its epicenter. Some of the 

time it’s the West which is attempting to globalize its beliefs as on account of the judge and 

Sai and his Westernized neighborhood. The loss of Father Booty, another imperative 

character in the novel, encapsulates the conundrum of globalism. He has lived in India for 

forty-five years and is an outsider to Europe. Be that as it may, he isn’t an Indian national – 

he is a guest who has never connected for Indian citizenship and even has neglected to re-

establish his working grant. In any case, he is an uprooted individual arranged into outcast 

to his local nation.  

The Inheritance of Loss possesses large amounts of subjects that make it an intriguing social 

perusing.  As Desai is a famous migrant author, her subjects are of human hardship, injury, 

character and detachment. In this novel she endeavored to plunge profound into the ocean of 

human brain research. Carmen Wickramagamage, points out that a many people imagine 

migration as an agonizing decision among osmosis and nativism. Desai investigates the two 

sides of the issue and eventually challenges the allure of digestion and the insight of looking 

after distinction, possessing the edges, and keeping away from, proud support in the New 

World. The tale disentangles a concealed touchy truth and destiny of the general population 

destined to encounter current life as a nonstop battle while adjusting similarly the pride and 

equity of their underlying foundations and their present presence. 

Kiran Desai with her ostracize experience can appreciate the distress and enduring one 

needs to experience when one endeavors to settle down in an outsider land. She trusted that 

racial separation is a result of some narrow-minded individual’s political belief system. 

With her vision and social cognizance Desai recommends that all-inclusive resilience and 

shared regard can unquestionable bring widespread harmony and agreement. 

 

FRAMEWORK CONCLUSION 

In a word, this present paper study shorts the craze of Indians for the west. It had its base 

pantry in The United States and in India. It reflects the feelings of Indians and those who 

live outside the India and coming back to their native land. Immigrants and hardships are 

described in a superb manner. How immigrants workers are trapped in alien foreign shores. 

Besides, the novel is about an old man’s broken and crushed hopes. It narrates about a 

person who has accepted self exile, colored in juvenile love that was nipped in the bud along 

with the drastic effects of terrorism in India. However, conflict arises between past and 

modern world. Indians forget their roots due to the glamour of western culture. The novel 

embodies the color of colonial and post colonial time. Always remains a marginal and 

cultural clash i.e., between Indian and western culture reflected by Biju & Judge. Kiran 

Desai’s use of emotional space and contrast bring clarity in English. 

The Inheritance of loss features the fundamental human qualities like sympathy and 

resistance, while love outperforms the social, political and religious constraints. It is an 

interesting novel. It obviously demonstrates that Desai’s basic knowledge is a piece of her 

education and experience. Her novel urges majority of ways to deal with issues of 

globalization, advancement and esteem frameworks. 
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