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ABSTRACT 
The world around us evolves constantly and to accommodate such changes we need 

to update what we have, learn, and the way we think in order to keep up with such 

change. New inventions are created and the more people involve and use inventions 

the more skills and knowledge they will have. The best way to keep up with the 

constant change in our lives is to keep learning new things. The Fashion industry is 

one of major industries that are subject to constant change and development. New 

equipment, devices, and software are invented to upgrade the process of making 

clothes. Students in Fashion Design major should be aware of all these changes and 

learn how to use different devices, equipment, and software in their bachelor studies. 

Training Fashion Design major students all the new techniques and new software can 

prepare them to fulfill current labor market requirements when they graduate. This 

research project suggests an updated Fashion design 4 years curriculum, which 

contains all new subjects and update elements that are important for every students to 

learn. To develop such good Fashion Design program, a comparison of the best top 

five Fashion Design programs in the U.S. and Saudi Arabia to come up with a list of 

most important subjects to include in a well-planned Fashion Design program. 
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بروامج مقترح لتخصص تصميم األزياء لمرحلت 

كالوريوش في جامعاث المملكت العربيت السعوديتبال  
 

 

 المعيذة

 أسيل حسه حاجب
 كليت التصاميم والفىون

 جامعت الملك عبذ العسيس

المملكت العربيت السعوديت –جذة   

 

 

 الخالصت

 غٍٍزاخ َحراض إنى ذحذٌس يا نذٌُاانر ٔيٕاكثح ذهكطرٍعاب نُا ٌرطٕر تاطرًزار ٔنُرًكٍ يٍ اانعانى يٍ حٕ

ٔذغٍٍز انطزٌمح انرً َفكز تٓا يٍ أظم يٕاكثح ْذا انرغٍٍز. ٌرى إَشاء االخرزاعاخ انعذٌذج تشكم يظرًز ٌٔرعهى 

انُاص طزق اطرخذاو ْذِ االخرزاعاخ ٔيحأنح اكرظاب انًشٌذ يٍ انًٓاراخ ٔانًعزفح نًا ذظاًّْ ْذِ 

 ًٕاكثح انرغٍٍز انًظرًز فً حٍاذُا ْٕاالخرزاعاخ يٍ إضافح ذظٍٓالخ ٔذٕفٍز نهٕلد ٔانعٓذ. أفضم طزٌمح ن

عهى ذعهى أشٍاء ظذٌذج. طُاعح األسٌاء ًْ ٔاحذج يٍ انظُاعاخ انزئٍظٍح انرً ذخضع نهرغٍٍز انحزص 

نذنك فئَّ ٌعة يط نرطٌٕز عًهٍح طُع انًالتض. اتزأظٓشج ٔع يعذاخ ظذٌذج ٔااخرزنمذ ذى ٔانرطٌٕز انًظرًز. ٔ

كٍفٍح  أٌ ٌرعهًٍٔ ٔانرطٕراخ كم ْذِ انرغٍزاختاألسٌاء عهى تٍُح ذظًٍى  ذخظض فًأٌ ذكٌٕ انطانثاخ 

ذذرٌة طانثاخ انثكانٕرٌٕص. أشُاء دراطرٓى نًزحهح  ٔانثزيعٍاخ انحذٌصحاطرخذاو األظٓشج انًخرهفح ٔانًعذاخ 

خ يرطهثانهعًم ٔفك  ؤْهٌٍٓ انًخرهفح ٔتزايط انحاطٕب انحذٌصحانرمٍُاخ  عهى اطرخذاوذظًٍى األسٌاء ذخظض 

تزَايط يمرزغ يحذز نرخظض ذظًٍى األسٌاء  ْذا انًشزٔع انثحصً ٌمذوانحانٍح تعذ ذخزظٓى. طٕق انعًم 

انطانثاخ ذعرثز ْايح نكم  انعذٌذج انرًضٍع ٌحرٕي عهى كم انًٕاطُٕاخ ٔانذي  4نًزحهح انثكانٕرٌٕص 

ٔنرظًٍى ْذا انثزَايط أٔ . خزضانذارطاخ نرخظض ذظًٍى األسٌاء ٔانالذً ٌظعٍٍ نهعًم فً ْذا انًعال تعذ انر

ذظًٍى األسٌاء  تكانٕرٌٕص يمارَح تٍٍ أفضم خًظح تزايطذى عًم ذظًٍى األسٌاء،  انخطح انرعهًٍٍح نرخظض

ذذرض  ٔانرً ٌعة أٌ فً انٕالٌاخ انًرحذج ٔانًًهكح انعزتٍح انظعٕدٌح نطزغ لائًح يٍ انًٕاضٍع األكصز أًٍْح

 تزَايط ذظًٍى األسٌاء. ضًٍ
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Introduction 

The world around us evolves constantly and to accommodate such changes we need 

to update what we have, learn, and the way we think in order to keep up with such 

change. New inventions are created and the more people involve and use inventions 

the more skills and knowledge they will have. The best way to keep up with the 

constant change in our lives is to keep learning new things. Professor Aisha Al-mana, 

a businesswoman in Saudi Arabia, states that education is the most important pillar is 

building any country and humans (18). This why it is very crucial to set up a well-

planned educational plan or curriculum where students can learn everything they need 

in order to pursue a career of their choice.  

 

Lattuca and Stark (2009), defines curriculum as an educational plan that includes 

several elements such as: Teaching methods, content, objectives, and order of courses 

(16). Most successful 4 year undergraduate programs are flexible and constantly 

updated because students must learn everything that helps them with new ideas and 

trends. Fashion design is also one of many industries that is subject to change and has 

many inventions and input that changed its course. For example, new software 

programs for fashion design, patternmaking, and even new sewing machines have 

changed the way fashion is produced (29). Electronic textiles are also a new trend that 

will change the use of clothes and will add more functions to them (26). This is why it 

is very important to make sure that fashion design programs are constantly updated 

and are flexible to include new subjects for students to learn.  

 

When conducting a new curriculum or developing a program, it is important to 

understand what outcomes would be expected for students and how this program 

would benefit students in their lives after school (10). After determining what the 

objectives of the curriculum are it should be determined what courses should be 

included in the program and how each course serves the overall outcomes of the 

program; courses themselves should have their own small scale outcomes that 

students must accomplished while taking the class (12).  

Marzano (2003), states five steps that educators and curriculum developers need to 

consider when developing a curriculum (17):  

 

1. Decide what courses or subjects are considered important for students to learn 

during the program and what courses are considered less important or can be added as 

optional classes for students to take; because these classes will provide them with 

extra skills that they might not use in their jobs.  

2. Make sure that all core classes or subjects can be taught in the given frame time 

because the program will be framed within a specific period of time and classes on 

small scale will have a certain frame time to follow. If the subject is too broad to be 

taught in one semester and students will not be able to master every needed skill of 
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the subject, then it would be better to divide the course into several levels to meet 

time requirement and overall program outcomes.  

3. Make sure that courses and subjects are in a sequence order that allows students 

to master all skills without any difficulties and starting from easy skills to high skills. 

4. Assure that professors and teachers teach all core courses and subject to students 

and help students achieve program’s and course’s outcomes.  

5. Make sure that the program will be taught within a frame time and no extra time 

would be asked from students or faculty members.  

 

Because new trends and new inventions are constantly developing in the fashion 

industry (21), fashion design program is one of many majors that must be constantly 

updated. Fashion design students must be prepared for finding a job after graduation 

and a better way to prepare students is to develop an effective curriculum that helps 

students achieve their desired outcomes (11). There is something that fashion design 

curriculum in missing in universities in Saudi Arabia and that is options for students. 

The Fashion Design curriculum in Saudi Arabia is mostly focused on the teaching 

aspect, and all students are only trained to teach what they learn in other schools after 

graduation or open their own small business without having an actual training 

experience that will help them have a successful business.  

 

Fashion design program should offer more choices and add more flexibility for 

students to design their career and education path (11). For example, fashion design 

students should not only be trained to be teachers or professors at schools and 

universities, respectively. Instead, fashion design students should be trained for every 

possible career in the fashion industry locally and internationally. Fashion design 

student should be informed during their undergraduate studies of several occupations 

in the fashion industry and their choices should determine their study plan. Grad 

Schools (2010), states that there are different types of jobs in the fashion industry that 

students can pursue after finishing their 4 years of studies.  That is why fashion design 

programs should include several subjects to prepare students for several career paths 

like, fashion education, freelancing, designing fashion accessories, fashion 

photography, fashion magazine editor, fashion critic, international fashion design, and 

fashion production in manufactories…etc. Also the university should organize 

different training opportunity for students to practice their skills in a field similar to 

what they would want to work at after graduation or in the same place where they 

want to work after graduating.  

 

The reason why I believe fashion design curriculums in Saudi Arabia do not address 

these issues is because there weren’t as much jobs for women as it is today so most 

schools' programs were training girls to teach in schools or universities because 

teaching was the primary job for women in Saudi Arabia. According to professor 

Eiman Solomon, in Om Al-qura University, women’s job should not be focused on 



 11

6112

 

73 

teaching or social service; instead women should have the freedom to work in 

different industries (19). Another reason would be that most people do not encourage 

change and they liked to keep their old curriculum because they understand how to 

teach it. Also developing a new curriculum means that the faculty will be asked to 

learn how to teach new courses and use upgrade machinery and technology and many 

faculty with different background will be needed when developing a new program and 

most fashion program do not want to deal with such problems.  Many faculty 

members feel Bored of teaching the same subject for more than ten years and they are 

not welling to change or even use new books because they don’t expect student to 

match its high-educational level (27). 

 

 

Project Objectives 

Saudi Arabia is a country that is constantly developing in different areas and one of 

such areas is the apparel industry, which is growing greatly in the Middle East. Al-

Attas of Okaz newspaper, explains that due to this growth market demands are raising 

as a result, and Saudi labor force is needed to meet these demands(2). Mohammad Al-

Shehri, the chairman of the Chamber of Fabric and Garment Committees in Jeddah, 

states that 70 percent of the clothes in the Saudi market are imported from the Chinese 

market, and the prices are increasing to 30 percent in recent years and are estimated to 

continue increasing (5). This rise in prices has led to the need to develop the garment 

industry in the country and run the Saudi workforce (5). Al-Buqami of The Middle 

East newspaper, stats that the Chamber Committees in Jeddah city, estimated the 

amount of investments in the Apparel production sector with 15 billion Riyals; it is 

why the Chamber Committees in Jeddah city understands the gravity of training the 

young generation of boys and girls in Saudi Arabia who want to work in such 

important industry (1). Many garment and apparel factories are starting to exist in 

Saudi Arabia, and different careers exist for women with different titles. Recent news 

in Al-Riyadh newspaper (6), states that apparel retailers and investors are asking the 

Chamber Committees in Riyadh city to consider female employment in fashion and 

apparel stores. Apparel retailers have noticed a decreasing in numbers of female 

employers in the apparel sector due to strict rules or the-no-clarity of the work 

contract; there are no clear description of how the relationship between the male 

employer and female employees should be, which is why apparel retailers ask for 

making a clear and unified employment contract that preserves the rights of all parties 

(6).  

According to apparel retailers, many job offers are being announced with only few 

numbers of women answering to the announcement (8).  The third important reason 

why female are not employed in the apparel sector is because working in this field 

requires skills and training (8).  Those are some of the reasons why fashion stores’ 

feminization are considered to be postponed until all these issues are being solved, 

which are the unorganized employment contract, moving to different companies after 
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training, and that apparel industry is not a place for inexperienced women. Therefore, 

training girls and organizing the employment contract can fix those problems in the 

near future. 

 

The Chairman of the Jeddah Chamber Committee explains the importance of opening 

training centers for making garments to train both boys and girls to work in this field 

(4). Due to this change, students need to be trained in a program that is designed to 

teach all different subjects and skills that students need to meet this growing market 

demands. A 4 -year undergraduate Fashion Design program will provide students with 

all the information they need to know about the fashion industry, the latest trends, 

inventions, and all necessary skills to be able to work in such industry.  

 

Fashion design programs or curriculums are well developed in some universities in 

Saudi Arabia like King Abdul-Aziz University’s fashion design program, where 

students have an opportunity to learn different skills and different subjects related to 

fashion and they are trained to work in different jobs in fashion (7). However, Fashion 

Design program in KAU is missing important aspects like the global communication, 

licensing, product development, and clothes technology and other subjects that 

students need to learn as fashion designers. The reasons why these are such important 

aspects for fashion design students to learn, is because according to the Chairman of 

the Fabrics and Garments Committee in Jeddah, Saudi investors are planning on 

Partnering with international fashion companies to develop garment and clothing 

production in the country (1).   

 

The fashion industry is a very important aspect of a country’s economy and if 

managed well, a country will benefit of developing such sector by increasing the 

number of exports to other countries (15). Students need to understand how to 

communicate globally with international fashion companies and they need to 

understand what the process is to source textile and apparel. Students should also be 

aware of how to become international fashion designers and have that option as a 

career path. Students must be aware of the technological inventions created around 

the world in textile and apparel designs as they might have a chance to be creative and 

add their own inventions and design worldwide.  

 

The Chairman of Fabric and Garment Committee in Jeddah, states that great efforts 

are being made to accomplish garments’ production settlement in Saudi Arabia. This  

means that many Saudi girls and boys are needed to work in the garment and fashion 

industry, and now with the partnership with international fashion design companies, 

Saudi-women designers are needed to locally support clothing design (1).  Garments’ 

production settlement means that after total reliance on imports from foreign countries 

in the garment industry, garment production will depend on Saudi workforce inside 

the country by establishing garments factories in Saudi Arabia. Fashion design 
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program should not only provide students with basic design, sewing, and draping 

skills and techniques, it should be a chance to prepare a creative generation with the 

ability to work and create fashion and work in any career path of their choice. Fashion 

design students should graduate with more than basic skills and they should be able to 

make a beneficial outcome to their country and their personal selves.  

 

Background 

The Connecticut State Department of Education (CSDE), states three continuous step 

processes to develop an effective curriculum (23).  The first step is to choose an 

existing program and evaluating it to decide what are the strengths and weaknesses in 

the program and what needs to be excluded and included in the new program. 

Following CSDE steps to develop this new Fashion Design program it is best to look 

up to universities which are successful in training their students to be prepared to face 

the fashion industry with creativeness. Because each schools has a successful formula 

and a unique program, taking successful elements from several schools will be much 

useful to develop a new curriculum. While choosing schools to look up to and 

develop fashion design program, several considerations were taken in mind like:  

1. Schools provide a fashion design program for undergraduate 4-years degree. 

2. Schools must have a good program with good outcomes for students. 

3. Schools are ranked as some of the top fashion design schools in the U.S. or in the 

Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. 

4. Schools that provide learning experience and practice for students. 

 When developing a new fashion design program I choose five schools; four of 

them are the best in the U.S. and one is a university in Saudi Arabia, which provide an 

updated fashion design program. The universities are: 

 The Fashion Institute of Technology. NY, NY. (FIT) 

 Parsons The New School for Design. NY, NY. (Parsons) 

 Auburn University. Auburn, AL. (AU) 

 Iowa State University. Ames, IA. (ISU) 

 King Abdul-Aziz University. Jeddah, Saudi Arabia. (KAU) 

It is best to consider successful elements from each school and then add and design a 

curriculum that better fit the cultures and factors in Saudi Arabia. So, these programs 

will not be copied exactly as much as some elements and successful teaching aspects 

will be drawn from to develop one united program that will work in Saudi Arabian 

girls universities.  

 

The Fashion Institute of Technology  

The reason why this school was considered as one of five schools to look up to is 

because according to Fashionista, one of the largest fashion news set, FIT it is ranked 

as one of the top fashion design schools in the world (25). FIT is one of New York 

public institution that focuses more on the technological aspect of fashion, which is 

something that universities in Saudi Arabia lacks in their fashion design programs. 
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Therefore, it would be best to add this new aspect in the fashion design program in 

Saudi Arabia because the Chairman of Fabric and Garment Committee in Jeddah 

points that using traditional production techniques holds the Saudi garment factors 

back from competing with international market and investors are now encouraged to 

use modern techniques in garment production (3). FIT fashion design is a great 

program, with a great training experience for fashion design students. Students have 

an opportunity to learn skills and make projects like every other university; however, 

students get to be critiqued by Fashion Designers experts in the industry and have a 

one -to-one experience to understand from experts what is needed to become much 

successful designers. They also have a great number of successful alumni who were 

successful in the fashion design industry after graduation. FIT also provide a chance 

for fashion design students to work with successful alumni students to be inspired and 

to understand how the business process is and what they need to do to work in similar 

careers as them. Students can choose the alumnus that works in a profession similar to 

what they are planning for and have first-hand training experience. Most students 

finish the program knowing exactly what they want to choose as their future career 

and having a training experience and actual practice of their dream job, which is very 

great for every fashion design students to experience (24).  

 

Parsons The New School for Design 

Parson’s school is another example of a top school and a well-designed fashion design 

program (25). Parsons trains students in a way to practice what they learn and even 

observes them as they continue their projects and guide them in case they need help 

from professionals or other organization. An example of a successful student who was 

able to complete her technological wearable designs after taking a class at Parsons 

and then had the chance to work under the supervision her professors is Yuchen 

Zhang, who was able to complete her collection and got all the support she needed 

(20). Parsons has student organization that helps students complete their work if they 

are interested in other area to make a project; for example, students who are interested 

in designing technological wear or computerized fashion design can join a student 

organization called Flesh and Chrome and get all the support they need (14). This idea 

provides students with an opportunity to be creative and take their basic skills to the 

next level and think out of the box. Parsons also has a great way to promote students’ 

work by making fashion shows where students and alumni can promote their projects 

and the show will be in the presence of the Media (22). Parsons also provide services 

for their students and alumni where they can have job opportunities, training, and 

make connections for future job opportunities. Students’ work in Parsons is monitored 

by industry expert as they provide them with awards after finishing their projects in 

some challenging competitions they have. Parsons makes sure that fashion design 

students graduate with full training to work in several paths like designing fashion 

accessories, merchandising, designing cloths… etc.  
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Both FIT and Parsons have a technology concentration of the fashion industry. Parson 

was considered as one of five universities to draw elements from because they offer 

great chances for students to interact with experts in the fashion industry and they also 

manage to combine students from different majors to cooperate and develop one 

project using both skills. This is actually a great point because sometimes students 

might have great ideas of design and they lack some additional skills that is taught in 

other majors, which makes students make more effort and take some additional 

classes from other departments and might not be able to achieve the skilled level that 

helps them make their project. However, when two or more students are joined 

together in one group from different departments each of them can focus on their 

skills, save time, learn from each other, work together and develop a creative project 

as a result without taking other classes that might not be useful in achieving their 

goals in a specific frame-time. 

 

Auburn University 

Auburn University has a very successful Fashion Design program, and this program is 

called Science in Apparel Merchandising, Design and Production Management. This 

program trains students to have all different skills that help them have a career they 

dream of after they graduate. In AU Fashion Design program Fashion is considered a 

global industry and a global market that is why they provide fashion students with 

classes that increase their knowledge about global economy and other cultures. They 

prepare fashion design students to manage working in the global fashion industry. AU 

also encourages studying abroad because it helps fashion design students to learn 

about different places and their aspects of fashion. Courses in AU are built with field 

trips and visits from experts in the apparel and textile industry. According to AU 

career preparation vision, when fashion design students finish their 4 years of studies, 

they will be “highly marketable” (9). The BS-AMDP opens great job opportunities 

nationally and internationally, which is a great element to add in universities in Saudi 

Arabia where students can understand what global marketing process is and how to 

work in an international business environment.  

 

Iowa State University 

ISU offers a strong Fashion Design program, with the name Apparel, Merchandising, 

and Design. They Focus on the educational part of design 

Both AU and ISU are public universities and they are known for their successful 

Fashion Design program. The reason why Auburn University and Iowa State 

University were chosen is because both of them are public schools, they focus on the 

academic part and mostly on the technological design part, and they mostly follow the 

same design instructors as public schools in Saudi Arabia. 
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King Abdul-Aziz University 

The Fashion Design program in King Abdul-Aziz University was previously named 

Textile and Apparel program before 2009. KAU-Fashion Design program, provides 

students with different skills to become successful entrepreneurs and teach them 

artistic techniques to increase their professional experience. The fashion design 

program trains students with research skills and provide different technological 

facilities on campus for students to work and learn. The fashion design program also 

encourages their faculty to study abroad to improve their skills and expand their 

knowledge on what is being taught in fashion in other international universities.  

 

Methods 

After choosing five universities: One private school that focuses on technology and 

design, two public schools that follow similar program structure in Saudi Arabian 

universities and focus on global marketing aspects, and one that focuses on 

technology, and one public school in Saudi Arabia that is very updated and 

successful, a comparison was conducted to see what are the similarities and 

differences between five universities. Also to understand what subjects are taught 

commonly in schools and what are some subjects that are less common in five 

universities. Sometimes the difference is significantly between one university and 

another one; other times the differences is not that significant.  

 

Table (1) makes it easier to compare between all five universities and notice the 

differences and similarities between all five universities.  

The following table compares between five universities. The data will be useful in 

setting planning guidelines for the new curriculum. The curriculum I will design will 

be a design similar to five universities. The collected data will help understand what 

maximum elements and minimum elements to include into the new curriculum. For 

example, the number of total credit hours will not surpass the maximum number of 

total credit hours given in five universities, and the total credit hours will not be less 

than the minimum total credit hours in five universities as well.  

 

 

Table (1) 

Categories in 5 universities 

Category FIT Parsons Auburn Iowa  KAU 

Number credit hours 60 120 123 123 128 

Number of elective classes’ credit hours 21 42 18 9 15 

Number of Core classes’ credit hours 40.5 78 105 111 99 
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Number of classes each semester 6-8 4-6 5-6 4-6 5-7 

Number of students in each program 

overall 

- 930 290 428 320 

Students rational to faculty  17- 28.1 32.2 21.4 9.6 

Number of credit hours each semester 19-

20 

15 13-16 13-

16 

11-

19 

 

Table (1):  

According to the table, the number of credit hours in a 4-year undergraduate Fashion 

Design in Parsons School, Auburn University, and Iowa state University are mostly 

similar with about 120 credit hours in all the program. The Fashion Institute 

Technology is the only University out of the 5 universities I chose that has only 60 

credits as total.  

 

The number of elective courses provided in 5 universities, as shown in the third 

column of the table, also varies as some universities give a large number of credit 

hours for students to have elective classes. Parsons gives 42 credit hours for elective 

courses and students can choose different classes after discussing their study plan with 

their academic advisor. Parson divides elective courses into one elective course in the 

first year, three in the second year, four in the third year, and six in the fourth. FIT and 

Auburn University provide an asymptotic number of elective courses; both Auburn 

University and FIT provide them in the third and fourth years. King Abdul-Aziz 

University has 15 credit hours in Fashion Design program that can be taken in the 

third and fourth year. Iowa State University has 9 credit hours of elective courses and 

all of them are only in the fourth year.  

 

As shown in the fourth column of the table, Iowa State University has the highest 

number in credit hours of core classes in the Fashion Design program with 111 credit 

hours. The second highest number of core credit hours is Auburn University, with 105 

credit hours total. King Abdul-Aziz University has 99 core credit hours and Parson 

has 78 core credit hours. The Fashion Institute of Technology has about 40 credit 

hours of core classes.  

 

Each university differs in the number of classes they offer for their students each 

semester. The minimum number of classes offered in a semester is four classes, as is 

true with Parsons and Iowa State University. The maximum number of classes is 8 

classes per semester, as the example of Fashion Institute of Technology, as shown in 

the fifth column of the table.  
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In the sixth column of the table, the number of enrolled students in the fashion design 

program is significantly different between schools. One school has a large number of 

enrolled students in the fashion program and the other has less. Parson The New 

School as shown in table (1) has the greatest number of enrolled students in their 

fashion design program with a total of 930 students.   

 

The rational number of students for each faculty is different in all five universities. 

Parsons has a number of 930 students in the Fashion Design program with a number 

of thirty-three faculty members, which means that the rational number is twenty-eight 

students for each faculty. Auburn University has 32 students for each faculty and 

Iowa State University has a number of 21 students for each faculty. KAU has the 

lowest number of students compared to the other universities with 9 students for each 

faculty because the number of faculty in KAU is 33, which is a large number 

comparing to the rational of students’ number.  

 

The number of credit hours each semester, as shown in the last column of the table, 

starts with 11 credits as a minimum to 20 credit hours as a maximum.  

 

Table (2) shows what common fashion-related subjects are common in five 

universities. This data is helpful to understand what subjects and courses are 

considered important in fashion design programs and what are not. However, not 

every subject will be used in the new curriculum even if the subject is commonly 

taught in all five universities. The guideline I will work based on is to see what 

elements and subject are necessary for every fashion design student to have. Also 

another guideline is to choose a subject that can be applied in Saudi Arabian 

universities and is culturally suitable. 

  

According the table (2): 

1. Classes in five universities: 

 Taking elective courses is an important aspect for students because this will allow 

them to learn something that they choose and feel that it meets their individual 

interests. However, elective courses better be about the major or close enough and to 

fit their study plan. The number of credit hours in the 5 universities I chose vary so it 

is better to calculate the mean of the number of credit hours and that would be 19 

credit hours throughout the program.  

 The History of Clothes and Fashion is a class that is taught in all five universities, 

which illustrate how important it is for a fashion designer to understand the history of 

clothes throughout the centuries and how they changed each time. It helps fashion 

designers to predict what will be trendy and fashionable next and also help them to be 

inspired by different styles and dress codes used in the past. 

 Art and colors is a subject that is taught through different classes in all five 

universities. This explains that knowing the effects of colors and learning how to use 
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them and their different meanings are key features that every fashion designer must 

understand. 

2. Classes in four universities 

 Computer-aided fashion design is a very important class to take because the 

computer now processes everything and the computer makes more realistic and much 

accurate effects when designing clothes. Designing with a computer program makes it 

easy for students to make their designs, copy them, apply different colors, apply 

different effects, and even erase mistakes much easier. This class is taught in class in 

4 universities, as shown in table 2, which explains how important it is for fashion 

students to learn how to make designs using fashion design computer program.  

 Flat Pattern is also an important subject to learn at the university, however, some 

universities gives this course for their students in 2-3 levels, which I believe is not 

necessary because it can be substituted with Pattern Computer-aided program. Now, 

pattern making is mostly conducted in factories and by using computer design 

program that is why a fashion designer must understand how input his/her design to 

the program to have an accurate-measurement pattern. 

 General courses are counted as important elements in a 4 years undergraduate 

program in 4 universities; however, I do believe that taking general classes do not 

benefit fashion design students in their future career. According to The Washington 

post (2011), three-fifth universities state that their students score low grade in general 

courses, which is a waste of time and money (28). Most students have background 

knowledge about general courses because they came across them in high school. I do 

believe that because fashion design is a intensive program where students have many 

skills to learn and many projects to accomplish, general courses assimilate a 

hindrance and time-wasting classes that will not benefit students in their future 

careers. I believe that fashion design students should have the freedom to choose 

whether to take general classes or not as elective courses. But no general classes 

should be mandatory in a 4-year fashion design program. 

 

3. Classes in three universities 

 Global Culture Communication is an important subject that Fashion Designer 

should learn about because Fashion is a very important aspect in the global culture. 

Fashion Design students should learn about different cultures to be inspired and even 

to succeed in making a fashion trend that could be used in different cultures and 

countries. Only three universities teach such subject but that does not mean that it is 

not an important subject to include in a Fashion Design program. 

 Sewing and Mannequin are two very important classes for every Fashion Design 

students to take because both classes provide students with basic skills that every 

Fashion Designer must have.  

 Foreign language is also considered an important subject that Fashion Design must 

take because fashion design is a career that could be expressed or used globally. It is 

better for fashion design students to learn the basics of another language to be able to 
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write and communicate with other people in different countries. E.g. English, French, 

Italian and Spanish.   

 Licensing is an important topic that fashion design students need to learn about 

because Fashion design students should understand roles and the process of licensing 

as they move on with their career.  

4. Classes in two universities 

 Knitting is a subject that fashion students need to understand only the basics of it 

because it takes different direction for Fashion designer to follow if wanted to be 

Knitwear designer. However, understanding the basic will help Fashion students 

understand the techniques and be inspired to learn more about the subject.  

 Portfolio is a subject that not most universities address; however, it is very crucial 

for fashion design students to be able to conduct his/her own professional portfolio 

under an expert supervision.  

 Technology is a subject that only FIT and Parsons University focus on, however, I 

believe that technology is playing a key role in integration with textile and clothing. 

Technology is a new trend in the Fashion industry and every Fashion Design students 

should have the knowledge about this area of inventions because they might create 

something using their skills and emerging it with technology.  

 Computerized Pattern Design is a class that only two universities provide for 

their students in their 4-year Fashion Design program but that does not mean that is 

an unproductive class rather than most universities might prefer making the 

traditional flat pattern when designing their clothes.  

The Subjects I choose in the new Fashion Design program are displayed in the below 

table (3) with course’ names next to each subject and number of levels and year to take 

each course. As shown in table (3), every subject will have a number of courses. The 

course will include different information about the subject. Some subjects will be 

taught one time in one course like:  

 Sewing Techniques because students will be able to learn all basic sewing 

techniques that will be further used in other courses. Taking this course in one level 

will be enough because students will use these skills in every other courses and 

practice using them in different projects until they become proficient. Students will be 

able to practice using most sewing machines that are used in the fashion industry in 

several courses in order to be prepared to use them in their future career. 

 Graphic Design, which is a course that will help them learn the basics of graphic 

design and they will be able to improve their skills when hey apply it in other 

projects. 

 Knitting is also taught in one class because a fashion design student will need to 

understand the process and the machinery of making knitting wear. If students are 

thinking about becoming knitwear designers they will improve their skills and 

expanded their knowledge by choosing kitting-related elective courses.  
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 Manufacturing is also a one-course subject because it is important for fashion 

design students to understand the process and the production system in garments’ 

factories.  

 Technology is an important subject for fashion design students to learn because it 

is a new trend that starting to exist in the fashion industry and in the curriculum they 

will only have one theoretical class to learn all about this new trend. The reason why 

students will only have one class is because this is a trend that combines engineering 

with design to create technological wear; students do not have engineering skills to 

apply a complete and well-designed project without have an engineering background.  

 Foreign Language is one course where students will learn English language to 

understand different English business terminology. Students will already have English 

language background in middle schools and high school, so this course will be an 

opportunity for students to learn about business language and improve their English 

language to further use it in future courses like writing studio and global 

communication courses.  

There are other subjects that need two courses to cover their content; such subjects 

are, 

 Textile; this subject will be divided into two courses. Students will learn about the 

history of textiles and how to take care of different types of textiles. Other classes of 

textiles will not be necessary because learning how to make textiles for example is not 

part of a fashion designer career path.  

 Photography is another subject that will be taught in two courses; the first course 

will be about learning the basics of photography and lights the next level photography 

will be about learning the techniques and elements of fashion photography in specific.  

 Computer-Aided Fashion Design will be taught in two levels; in the first level 

students will learn how to use the program and apply simple designs and black and 

white coloring technique, and in the next class students will apply different designs 

and practice different fabrics’ effects on their designs.  

 Introduction to Fashion, Global Culture Communication, and Mannequin are three 

subjects that will be taught in three classes to cover their content because they require 

an amount of information that needs to be given in several levels. 

 Flat Pattern in the only subject that will be taught in six courses because there are 

different types of patterns and students will master each type each course.  

 

The reason why these are important subjects for fashion design students to learn is 

because every course under each subject will help students develop their skills to have 

a variety of career choices. As previously mentioned, careers in fashion could be like: 

fashion education, freelancing, designing fashion accessories, fashion photography, 

fashion magazine editor, fashion critic, international fashion design, and fashion 

production in manufactories…etc.  
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Before developing a new fashion design curriculum it is better to understand what are 

the major outcomes of this program and what objectives students will be able to 

master. 

 

The Objectives and Outcomes of the Fashion Design 4-year Undergraduate 

program: 

1. Fashion Design student will master hand-sewing techniques. 

2. Fashion Design student will learn sewing machines techniques by practicing how 

to use different sewing machines in different courses. 

3. Fashion Design student will learn about textiles and fabric characteristics and 

functionality.   

4. Fashion Design student will be able to learn the skills of hand and embroidery. 

5. Fashion Design student will learn about the fashion and textile history in every 

century. 

6. Fashion Design student will understand global Fashion business and ways of 

communication. 

7. Fashion Design student will understand how to be successful fashion 

entrepreneurs.  

8. Fashion Design student will understand what it takes to be successful designers, 

and take their work to the next level. 

9. Fashion Design student will be introduced to many job opportunities and training 

during their time of study. 

10. Fashion Design student will decide what career path to follow and learn all 

different skills and techniques to work in the career she choses. 

11. Fashion Design student will be able to make business proposal and present her 

work in a professional way.  

This curriculum is design within the range of the data drawn from all 5 universities. 

So, the number of total credit hours, number core and elective courses are all made 

within the range of five universities’ data; it was not more nor less than what five 

universities have for their students.  

 

This proposed Fashion Design program in table (4:1) and table (4:2) is design for 

girls’ universities in Saudi Arabia; girls attend different schools and universities than 

boys, and this program is only designed for girl universities in Saudi Arabia. 

Universities in Saudi Arabia have a different procedure where a designed curriculum 

of the study plan is given for each student at the beginning of the program. Each 

semester the department of Fashion Design will announce a timetable of courses that 

will be thought during the semester and students in each class will follow their 

schedule as designed by the Fashion Design department with 128 total credit hours.  
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Elective courses must be related to the major or must be suitable for students career 

and study plan. Elective courses should help students support their knowledge and 

their educational paths and future careers.  

 

In the first semester of the first year, fashion design students will have five classes; 

five of them are core courses and only one is an elective course. These courses will be 

important to provide students with basic skills in fashion and apparel production. 

They will learn several skills like sewing techniques, and making patterns. Textile 

care course, will be two parts a one hour theoretical class where students will learn 

about different types of textiles and the best way to take care of each type. The second 

part is the practical class, where students will have an opportunity to apply what they 

learn in class.  

 

In the second semester fashion design students will learn about colors and their 

meanings in Art & Color Expressions course. This course will give an opportunity for 

fashion design students to practice using different colors and make projects. Students 

in the second semester will also learn about the history of clothing in the Clothes & 

Textiles History course. Students will take first level photography course, where they 

will learn about the basics of photography. Students will also learn about embroidery 

art in the Hand & Machine Embroidery, as they will further use embroidery in future 

projects. 

The second year students will be introduced to different type of clothing and to the 

global aspects of fashion. In this stage students will already have basic skills and they 

will develop it to the next level by taking more complicated techniques. Students will 

be introduced to draping and designing by the mannequin and will learn about making 

skirts and trousers, intimate wear and children wear. Students will learn how to 

illustrate their designs and how to write as professionals in the writing studio course.  

 

The third year will include much complicated and upgraded skills and will be linked a 

lot with computer use and technology. Students will learn to design patters and 

clothing by the computer. Students will have the opportunity to learn about new 

technology in the fashion industry and will be able to do much complicated designs 

and garments because students will have higher level of skills that will help them 

master all different techniques.  

 

In the fourth year, students will be prepared to introduce themselves to the fashion 

industry, as they will learn how to design a professional portfolio and how to license 

their own brands. Students will also learn how to advertise their work to others in a 

sufficient way through fashion shows and advertisement. Finally, students will have a 

chance to experience working the fashion industry and use their skills.  
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Courses planned in each semester are the same courses that will be displayed in the 

timetable each semester. Each class will have different class time schedule in practical 

classes. Students will be registered by the Fashion Design department each semester 

for class as planed in the Fashion Design study plan. The only classes which students 

are responsible for registrations are elective courses. The total number of semesters 

will be eight semesters with two semesters each year.  

 

Credit hours: 

The number of total credit hours is 128, with 108 credit hours of core courses and 20 

elective courses. Each semester students will have between 15-18 credit hours, and 

they will be able to complete this program in four years of studies. Students will be 

able to choose their elective courses with in the number of required credit hours each 

semester.  

 

Faculty and Students:  

The rational number of faculty and students vary in all five universities, so when 

coming up with a decision of how many faculty will be able to teach this new 

program and comparing the data of the rational number of faculty and students I 

decide that 8 faculty will be a good number of faculty where every faculty will be able 

to teach 40 students. This number might change depending on the actual number of 

students in the fashion design program because the number is open to change within 

each school year. The number of faculty might also varies depending on The 

Regulations governing the affairs of the employees of the Saudi universities Faculty 

members, of the Higher Education Council resolution No. (4/6/1417). This 

Regulations states the following about the upper limit of shares for faculty members 

is: 

 10 units for each professor. 

 12 units for each associate professor 

 14 units for each assistant professor 

 16 units for each lecturer and can be minimized if during her period of 

study. 

 16 units for each teaching assistant and can be minimized if during her 

period of study. 

One unit is a theoretical class or lecture that is not less than 50 minutes, and a 

practical class or lab that is not less than 100 minutes throughout a semester.  

Faculty members should have thirty-five hours per week and can be maximize to forty 

hours a week.  So, deciding how many faculty will teach a program and how many 

hours depends on such regulation, that every university might consider. 

Source: http://www.kfu.edu.sa/ar/Deans/Faculty_Affairs/Documents/doc03.doc. 

The faculty qualification varies according to the verity of subjects in the program. 

Most faculties must have a fashion design and sewing technique background. One or 

http://www.kfu.edu.sa/ar/Deans/Faculty_Affairs/Documents/doc03.doc
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two faculty should have photography background, pattern making, marketing and 

merchandise, media, design, engineering, language backgrounds.  

All faculties in the Fashion Design program in Saudi Arabian universities are female 

as no men are allowed to enter girls’ universities. 

 

Costs and Equipment: 

This program is designed for girls’ universities in Saudi Arabia; these universities will 

already have a fashion design program and this curriculum will be a new updated 

version and will add new learning aspects that the old program did not have. 

Universities in Saudi Arabia are designed to accommodate teaching this program but 

for more clarification, costs and equipment will be discussed in this section. Costs and 

equipment might differ for each universities depending on what the university already 

has that matches the needs of this new program. Table (5), shows a list of different 

equipment and their costs for the proposed Fashion Design program> 

 

In each class, there will be 20 students or less, the number of students should not be 

more than 20 students because having too many students for each instructor will be 

too much to handle in one class. In each level, there will be approximately 4 groups 

and each group will have 20 students, which means that each level like freshmen level 

will have 80 students. Multiply 80 students in 4 levels that will make them 320. 

 

This program will need at least 8 sewing labs that contain large tables for students to 

put their sewing machines and work on. Each sewing lab will have two to four large 

tables four feet by eight. A table made of wood with this size costs 150 Saudi Riyals; 

in each class there must be 4 tables, which will cost 600 SR. Multiply 600 with 8 

classes and the total cost will be 4800 SR. The space of the sewing lab would be 

20x40 feet to fit four tables and 20 students and help them work in good space. Every 

sewing lab will include 21 chairs for students and the instructor, which total cost is 

840 SR and multiply this number for 8 sewing lab will be 6720 SR as total. One 

whiteboard is needed in each sewing lab for the instructor to write notes and explain 

and one overhead projector in each sewing lab that will cost 50765.2 SR.  

 

A number of 10 classrooms for lectures and theoretical approach classes will be a 

good number. The size of each classroom should be 40x30, and each class should 

have 40-50 tables and chairs for students and one desk for the instructor. Buying 

chairs and desks in wholesale will cost much less. Normally a desk with a chair would 

cost 200 SR, but the wholesale price would be 150 SR. So the total cost to supply 10 

classrooms with chairs and desks will be 60,000 SR.  

 

Four chemical labs are needed for textile Care classes to apply what they learn, and 

these labs should have sinks, benches, and stools for 20 students. Labs should also 

include 2 cabinets; one to save washing and chemical products, and the other one to 
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save garments and fabric samples and to put different tools and equipment, which will 

cost 15,000 SR and a total of 60,000 SR for 4 labs. 

 

There will be one industrial sewing lab for students to use because this is a class that 

only students in level three will take and for that no more than one lab is needed. Only 

10 industrial sewing machines will be in the lab for all 20 students, as they will take 

part in the production process. Students will be divided to 4 teams:  Pattern-making 

team, fabric-cutting team, making-clothing team, and final-touch team. By changing 

their role, each student in class will be able to practice different production process.  

 

Computer labs will be available for students to take Computerized Fashion Design 

classes or Computerized Pattern Design classes. Students will also have the freedom 

to use their personal laptop for those classes. In open hours computer lab students will 

be welcomed to use the lab to complete their work.  

 

The university will not provide other equipment like Sewing machines, as students 

will have the freedom to bring their own sewing machines. The university will also 

not provide dress forms or mannequin, however, the university will provide dress 

forms for instructors to use and illustrate for students. Each professor will be 

responsible for bringing her own laptop to use it in class or not. Fabrics and sewing 

tools are students’ responsibility and will be used for their personal project. The 

fashion design department will be responsible for providing sewing tools and 

materials for instructors to use.  

 

 

 

Discussion 

Saudi women have made many accomplishments in several industries and sectors, and 

it’s been several years when Saudi women have proven their success in different 

working environment and in various fields. Many decisions have been made to ensure 

the settlement of garment production in Saudi Arabia and with this settlement, more 

jobs in the fashion industry will be opened for all women. This factor made it 

important for universities to develop and improve their fashion design programs to 

prepare students for this wave of change in the fashion industry in Saudi Arabia, and 

Saudi girls should be prepared to work in several career paths. Most fashion design 

programs in Saudi Arabia focuses on the teaching aspect of fashion so most student 

will have narrative options to either teach or open their own businesses. The problem 

with such programs is that students only have a chance to train in schools and if 

teaching was not an open option for them after graduation then they will open their 

own businesses without having a real learning experience of how the business might 

be. Every fashion design student must have knowledge about every type of garment 
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production and every subject there is in the fashion industry, and because the fashion 

industry changes rapidly it is important to import every new subject in the curriculum. 

There are some schools that provide fashion design students with different skills and 

training experience to work in different jobs but most of these universities are private 

and not everyone can join these universities. That is why developing a new fashion 

design curriculum which include all different job training possibilities and skills will 

help a vase majority of Saudi girls.    

 

The Fashion Design program in KAU differs than the new proposed fashion program 

in several aspects: 

 The first year in KAU-FD program focuses on general courses, which every 

student is required to succeed to be able to take fashion design courses in the second 

year. The new proposed FD program focuses on developing sewing techniques and 

making garments, and it also focuses on introducing students to the terminology and 

theories in the Fashion industry.  

 The second year in KAU-FD program focuses on different elements like Islamic 

culture, Arabic skills. It also starts developing students’ fashion design skills, which 

students will already have in the proposed program. The second year in the proposed 

FD program students will continue improving their fashion design skills as they 

practice it in different courses. Students will learn to make different type of clothes. 

The proposed program will also focus on the global aspect of the fashion industry and 

communicate ideas in professional way.  

 The third year in KAU-FD program provide students will production skills and 

textile structural. Students will start making pattern and learn about kitting and color 

effects. In the proposed program students will be expected to have high skills that 

help them take their work to the next level. The third year of the new proposed FD 

program focuses on the technological part on garment production, which is an 

important element in the fashion industry.  

 The fourth year in KAU-FD program the main focused is on garment production, 

academic researching, and training, which is mostly is connected to factory training 

and school teaching programs. KAU-FD also focuses on draping and fashion 

marketing skills in the fourth year. The proposed FD program mainly focuses on 

advertisement and communicating student work to others. The proposed program 

teaches FD students to promote their work to other in different professional ways. 

They will learn about different type of fashion promotion, and how to make their own 

brands. It will also teach them how to develop a professional and creative portfolio 

and give them a wide variety of training experience in different career paths. 

Basically, in the fourth year of the proposed FD program students will have a better 

understanding of their identities and style as designers and will learn different way to 

communicate their identity to the fashion world.  

The main idea of the proposed program is to have successful creative fashion design 

students by developing skills in the first year, improving skills in the second year, 
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implementing the technological aspect in the third year, promote and practice their 

skills in the fourth year. By then, students will be able to master different skills that 

help them work in different careers in fashion. Instead of having a curriculum that 

moves back and forth between garment production courses and general courses that 

will only minimize the skills that students will learn in 4 years.  

 

A Call to Action 

Moving with the development stream in Saudi Arabia and different job possibilities 

for women makes it crucial for schools and universities to plan to train all students to 

work in all different job possibilities that are offered in Saudi Arabia. Fashion design 

program should not be focused on one or two career paths; instead it should open 

doors to all possible career paths in the fashion industry. Fashion design students 

should have all the training they need to be able to work in such industry, and training 

should not be excluded to one side or two like schools and garment factories. Fashion 

design students should be trained to work in different places they are interested in like 

magazines, boutiques, photography studios, fashion, stores … etc.  So, implementing 

this program will be by following these steps: 

1. After students are being accepted into the program, an assigned number of 

student should be referred to one instructor, who will be their academic advisor for 

their period of studies. A number of 9 students for each instructor will be good (this 

number might change depending of the total number of student and faculty in each 

university). 

2. Each instructor will do interviews with new students to understand their learning 

styles and their future goal and career paths in the fashion industry. 

3. After understanding what career paths do these students want the university 

should contact these parties to organize student-training program when they are the 

fourth year.  

4. Each student will design a study plan with her academic advisor to set student’s 

study plan to meet her goal.  

5. Elective courses will be decided upon the goal of the students, where she will 

take additional courses that will serve her goal and support her knowledge about her 

future career. 

6. Each level of students will be divided into 4 or more section, where each section 

will include students who share the same goal or career interest or even similar 

interest to meet their needs as group.  

7. If the student changes her mind about the career path, she must inform her 

academic advisor before beginning the seventh semester/ fourth year to inform 

training center of the total number of students. 

8. Students will master course’s specific small-scale goals and with in several 

courses they will master the outcomes of the program.  

9. Students will have a training experience and will be monitored and introduced to 

many job opportunities. 
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10. After graduating, students will have an opportunity to join alumni programs 

where they can share their work with other students and be introduced to different 

career opportunity and to catch up with the latest news and events of the fashion 

deferment.   

When this program is used in Saudi Arabian universities, students will have a wide 

knowledge about the fashion industry and all possible careers in fashion. Students will 

finish the program having a variety of skills and a training experience. Students will 

have a better future career plan and focus and that will help them have better job 

opportunities. When students finish this program they will not need extra training 

because they will have train in fashion companies, factories, schools …etc.  

 

This program is an effective step that keeps pace with the development of the apparel 

industry in Saudi Arabia. While future plan is to develop training centers for garment 

and apparel production to train girls and boys, it is important to develop a curriculum 

and program that establishes a well-trained generation with high skills who are ready 

to work and develop the garment and apparel industry in Saudi Arabia. 
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Appendix 
Table (2) 

Subject Taught in 5 Universities 

The subject FIT Parson Iowa Auburn KAU Total 

Computer-Aided Fashion Design ✓  ✓ ✓ ✓ 4 

Flat Pattern ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓ 4 

Product Development ✓  ✓ ✓  3 

Computer Pattern Design    ✓ ✓ 2 

History of Clothes ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 5 

History of Fashion ✓ ✓ ✓   3 

Textile and Textile Care   ✓ ✓ ✓ 3 

Career and Training Prep   ✓ ✓ ✓ 3 

Global Culture Communication ✓  ✓ ✓  3 

General Courses  ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 4 

Elective Courses ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 5 

Sociology and Social Studies   ✓ ✓  2 

Drawing and Illustration ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓ 4 

Art and Colors ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 5 

Knitting ✓    ✓ 2 

Sewing (couture) ✓ ✓   ✓ 3 

Graphic Design     ✓ 1 

Introduction to Fashion  ✓ ✓   2 

Embroidery     ✓ 1 

Photography     ✓ 1 

Mannequin ✓ ✓   ✓ 3 

Manufacturing ✓  ✓  ✓ 3 

Fashion Accessories     ✓ 1 

Fashion Shows     ✓ 1 

Foreign Language ✓   ✓ ✓ 3 

Licensing ✓  ✓ ✓  3 

Technology ✓ ✓ ✓   2 

Portfolio  ✓ ✓ ✓  2 

Fashion Merchandising ✓  ✓ ✓ ✓ 4 

Computer and Electronics   ✓  ✓ 2 
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Table (3) 

Courses under each Subject 

 

Subject Levels Courses Names Year 

Sewing 1 Sewing and Machine Techniques 1
st
 

Textile  2 
Clothes & Textiles History 1

st
 

Textile Care 1
st
 

Introduction to Fashion 3 

Fashion Theories 1
st
 

Fashion Illustrator 2
nd

 

History of Fashion 4
th

 

Flat Pattern 6 

Flat Pattern 1
st
 

Skirts and Trousers 2
nd

 

Children’s Wear 2
nd

 

Traditional Modern Clothes 3
rd

 
Suits 3

rd
 

Home Clothing & Intimate Wear 2
nd

 

Foreign Language 1 
English Language (Other languages can 

be chosen as elective courses). 
1st 

Art and Colors 1 Art and Color Expressions 1
st
 

History of Clothes 1 Clothes & Textiles History 1
st
 

Embroidery 1 Hand & Machine Embroidery 1
ST

 

Photography 2 
Photography (1) 1

ST
 

Photography (2) 3
rd

 

Graphic Design 1 Graphic Design 2
nd

 

Global Culture Communication  3 

Global Culture & Sourcing Issues 3
rd

 

Global Communication 2
nd

 

Writing Studio 2
nd

 

Mannequin 3 

Introduction to Mannequin 2
nd

 

Mannequin (2) 4
th

 

Occasion Dresses 4
th

 

Knitting 1 Knitting 2
nd

 

Manufacturing 1 Clothes Manufacturing 3rd 

Computer Pattern Design 1 Computerized Fashion Design (1) 3
rd

 

Technology 1 Wearable Technology 3
rd

 

Computer-Aided Fashion Design 2 
Computerized Fashion Design (1) 3

rd
 

Computerized Fashion Design (2) 4
th

 

Product Development 1 Product Development 3
rd

 

Fashion Shows 1 Fashion Shows & Advertisement 4
th

 

Licensing 1 Brand Licensing 4
th

 

Portfolio 1 Portfolio 4
th

 

Career and Training Prep 1 Field experience/ training 4
th
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Table (4:1) 

The Proposed Fashion Design Program 

The New Undergraduate Fashion Design 4-Years Curriculum 

 

Y S Class 
Number of Units Credit 

Hours 
Pre Obj. 

Theoretical Practical 

F
ir

st
 Y

ea
r
 

F
ir

st
 S

em
es

te
r
 

(SMT) Sewing and machine 

Technique 
- 3 3  

1,2 

Textile Care 1 2 3  3 

Fashion Theories 2 - 3  5 

(FP) Flat pattern - 3 3  2,8 

English * 2 - 3  6,11 

Elective - - 3  8,10 

Total 18 

S
ec

o
n

d
 

S
em

es
te

r
 

Art & Color Expressions - 2 3  8, 

Clothes & Textiles History  2 - 3  5 

Hand & Machine Embroidery - 3 3 (SMT) 4 

(PH) Photography (1) 1 2 3  10,11 

Elective - - 3  8,10 

Total 15 

S
ec

o
n

d
 Y

ea
r
 

T
h

ir
d

 S
em

es
te

r
 Graphic Design - 2 3  11,7, 

Global Communication 2 - 3  6,11, 

Introduction to Mannequin - 3 3 (SMT) 7,8 

Writing Studio 2 - 3  6,11 

Elective - - 3  8,10 

Total 15 

F
o
u

rt
h

 S
em

es
te

r
 

Knitting - 2 3  2,3,8 

Skirts and Trousers - 3 3 
(FP)+ 

(SMT) 
2,5,8 

Children’s Wear 1 3 3 
(SMT)

+(FP) 
2,5,8 

Fashion Illustrator - 3 3  8,11 

Home Clothes & Intimate Wear 1 3 3 
(SMT)

+(FP) 
2,3 

Elective - - 3  8,10 

Total 18 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 11

6112

 

97 

Table (4:2) 

The Proposed Fashion Design Program 

 

Y S Class 
Number of Units Credit 

Hours 
Pre Obj. 

Theoretical Practical 

T
h

ir
d

 Y
ea

r 

F
if

th
 S

em
es

te
r
 Clothes Manufacturing - 3 3  9,2,10 

Computerized Pattern Design  - 4 3  7,8,9 

Wearable Technology 2 - 3  8 

Traditional modern Clothes 1 3 3  5 

Elective - - 3  8,10 

Total 15 

S
ix

th
 S

em
es

te
r
 

Suits - 3 3  2,3,5,8 

(CFD) Computerized Fashion Design (1) - 3 3  7,8,9 

Product Development 1 - 3  7,6,11 

Photography (2) 1 3 3 (PH) 10,11 

Global Culture & Sourcing Issues 2 - 3  6 

Elective - - 2  8,10 

Total 17 

F
o
u

rt
h

 Y
ea

r
 

S
ev

en
th

 S
em

es
te

r
 

Mannequin (2) - 4 3  7,8 

Computerized Fashion Design (2) - 3 3 (CFD) 7,8,9 

History of Fashion  1 - 3  5 

Fashion Shows & Advertisement 1 2 3  11, 

Brand Licensing 1 - 3  7,8 

Total 15 

E
ig

h
th

 S
em

es
te

r
 Portfolio 2 - 3  8,11 

Fashion Accessories  2 3 3  8,10 

Field experience/ training - 2 3  9,10 

Occasion Dresses  - 4 3  7,8 

Elective - - 3  8,10 

Total 15 
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Table (5) 

Classrooms/Labs/Sewing Labs 

Type of Class 
 # of 

Classes  

Size/Feet 

ea. 

Students # 

in one 

class 

Equipment 
Cost of total 

# of classes 

Sewing Lab 8 20x40 feet 20 

4 tables 4x8  4,800 SAR 

21 chairs 6,720 SAR 

Board 800 SAR 

Overhead 

Projector 

50765.2 

SAR 

Instructor’s 

desk 

31,491.84 

SAR 

Classrooms 10 40x30 feet 40 

40-50 desks 

and chairs 

60,000 SAR 

Instructor’s 

desk 

39364.8 

SAR 

Overhead 

Projector 

63,456.5 

SAR 

Projector 25,000 SAR 

Board 1,000 SAR 

Chemical Lab 4 40x50 feet 20 

4 laboratory 

benches  

112,000 

SAR 

20Lab Stools 16808.8 

SAR 

Instructor’s 

desk 

15,745.92 

SAR 

 2 Cabinet 60,000 SAR 

Instructor’s 

desk 

2431.68 

SAR 

Sewing 

manufacturing 

class 

1 40x50 20 

10 Industrial 

sewing 

machines 

131341 SAR 

2 Cutting 

tables 

300 SAR 

4 Over- lock 

machines 

3061.96 

SAR 

1 Industrial 

fabric cutter 

1,122.03 

SAR 

Knitting lab 1 20x30 20 
2 Knitting 

machines  

5,966.63 

SAR 

Computer lab 2 40x30 20 
21 

computers 

51045.42 

SAR 

 
 


